A search to predict potential for drug-induced cardiovascular toxicity.
This is a brief review of properties of cardiovascular function that should be considered for interrogation in studies of toxicology and/or safety pharmacology for non-cardiologists and non-physiologists. Since concern over the rarely occurring, unusual, and drug-induced tachycardia, Torsade de pointes, is a leading cause for cessation of development of potential drugs and for removal of drugs from the market, therefore, the toxic manifestation of drugs will be emphasized. The putative origin of torsade de pointes, and the origin of the electrocardiogram and electrocardiographic features of ventricular arrhythmias will be discussed.